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Welcome to your new email version of our newsletter.  We will be using this form of distribution from 

now on.  If you would prefer your newsletter in hard copy, please contact our Secretary. 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

 

 

 

With a successful August AGM breakfast meeting completed and a new committee installed your 

chamber can now move on with the business at hand. I would like to thank the previous committee for 

their enthusiasm and participation in last year’s successful projects. Likewise to the incoming 

committee, it is gratifying to see the majority of you taking up the challenge once again and to the new 

members welcome on board. It will be an interesting year with new challengers for business owners 

eagerly watching interest rates, Federal elections and an up and coming Council election. All of these 

conditions will affect us locally and globally and will require a well adjusted plan to keep us stable 

through the changing times. Last year the Chamber worked with Council on issues such as parking in 

the village and surrounds, beautification of lighting to the trees in the village green. The Chamber also 

liaised with members, Council and Main Roads to come up with a sensible interchange system for the 

exit 79 overpass into Mudgeeraba. These are just a few of the issues that your Chamber involves itself 

with and as membership is growing every month it gives us a stronger voice to represent and support 

our members.  Representing members through Combined Chambers reflects the strength of your 

Chamber with the challenges of business today and in the future. Finally thank you to all of our 

members for your support and please continue to enjoy our breakfast meetings and the network 

evenings. If you know anyone interested in joining please bring them along so that they can see the 

benefits of being a member. 

 

 

Terry Hobson     PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 



 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

We held out AGM on 28th July, 2007.  You should have already received notice of our committee 

members.  We would like to welcome back some old faces and welcome in some new faces.  A 

Chamber of Commerce is run for the benefit of its members and is a voluntary organisation and we 

appreciate you support. 

 

The amendments to the Constitution were carried and we hope this will make our constitution a little 

easier to understand and implement. 

 

Our Guest Speaker was Mr Peter Dawson, Superintendent Gold Coast Command South Eastern 

Region.  Peter spoke to us about the structure of the Qld. Fire and Rescue Service; the QFRS on the 

Gold Coast; how we manage the QFRS resources; the QFRS Community Safety initiatives.   It was a 

great overview of the firefighting service and all its contributions, we obviously don’t realise all the 

jobs they perform, many of which are preventative, not just reactive. 

 

 
 

 

 

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

 

 

Next Networking Evening 

 

We are having a networking evening on 25th September, 2007 from 6pm to 8pm at The Cleanskin 

Cellars at the EasyT Centre at Robina.  It was a great night last time we were there.  We plan our 

evening events so members who are unable to attend breakfasts get the opportunity to network too.  We 

look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

Breakfast         

 

Our next breakfast will be on 26
th
 October, 2007 at the Tallai Golf Club, 7 am start.  This will be our last 

breakfast for the year. 

 

 

Christmas Party     

 

This will be held on Saturday, 24th November, 2007.  We will advise you of the details soon. 

 

 

 

Committee Meetings 

 

Committee meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at the Old Post Office from 7.30pm.  All 

financial members are welcome. 



Thank you to Tania Wright from Wright Solutions for the following information: 

 

Australia’s Progress 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics last week released its Measure of Australia’s Progress: Summary 

Indicators publication. The summary of key measures aims to provide a digestible set of statistical 

evidence to allow Australians to make their own assessment of whether life in Australia is getting 

better. Go to http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1383.0.55.001?OpenDocument for full 

details. The economic dimensions for the last decade show growth in national disposable income, 

average household disposable income, national net worth and productivity. The individual dimensions 

show minimal growth in health and education indicators and a noticeable decrease in unemployment 

over the period. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Mudgeeraba Unemployment = 2.4% 

The Small Area Labour Markets Australia report for March quarter 2007 (released by Dept 

Employment and Workplace Relations) provides smoothed series data for Mudgeeraba as follows. Size 

of Labour force at March 2007 = 6,017. Unemployment rate at March 2006 quarter 2.5%, March 2007 

quarter 2.4%. For other area statistics or further clarification visit www.workplace.gov.au/salm. The 

July Labour Market statistics are now available on the ABS website however these do not provide local 

area data. 

 

Funding help for your business 

To find out what grants might be available to help your business or industry visit 

www.granstlink.gov.au - click on Business and Industry and select State = Queensland. Further 

government assistance is available by phoning AusIndustry on 132846 or State Development on 1300 

363 711. 



Does Your Business need more Customers? 

 

Networking is an important part of all business and one of the best groups for promoting this is BNI 

(Business Networking International).  There are Chapters all over the Gold Coast, mainly having 

breakfast meetings but a couple of lunch time groups too.  It is a professional business networking 

organisation that allows only one representative from each business or profession to join any of its 

Chapters.  The sole purpose of the BNI Chapter is to generate more business for its members.  If you 

would like to learn more, have a look at the website www.bni.com.au or ring Arlene on 5522 7400.  

Remember if you’re not networking, you’re not working! 

 

 

Member Profiles 

 

If you would like to feature in our newsletter, we would love to hear from you.  It benefits all of us to 

know who is in our Chamber and what you do.  Simply email your information to our secretary. 

 

 

 

 

For Those Who Take Life too Seriously 

 

1. A day without sunshine is, like, night 

2. On the other hand, you have different fingers 

3. I just got lost in thought, it was unfamiliar territory 

4. 42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the spot 

5. 99 percent of lawyers give the rest a bad name 

6. Nothings is foolproof to a talented fool 

7. He who laughs last thinks slowest 

8. Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get sucked into jet engines 

9. Support bacteria – they’re the only culture some people have 

10. Experience is something you don’t get until just after you need it 

11. Bills travel through the mail at twice the speed of cheques 

12. Success always occurs in private and failure in full view 

13. The problem with the gene pool is there is no lifeguard 

14. The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the ability to reach it 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Your Committee 

Executive 

President  Terry Hobson   5522 0099 / 0413 845 737 

Vice President  John Forrester   556905060 

Secretary  Trish Bridgement   5530 2769 / 0419 680 422 

Treasurer  Anne Wells   5530 6395 

 

Committee Members 

Linda Pratt, Arlene Dowdell, Tanya Wright, Arthur Wells, Maree Mills and Mary-Anne Hossack 
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